
TIMELINE: Balfour 
 
1904 Dr. Chaim Weizmann moves to England to pursue his career in chemistry. He also 
chooses England for political reasons, believing England offers the Jews the best chance to 
advance Zionism’s goals. He goes to the University of Manchester. 
 
1906 Weizmann marries Vera Chatzman.  
 
1906 Weizmann, who rises quickly in the local Zionist firmament in Manchester, meets 
Arthur Balfour, who is running for reelection. Weizmann explains to Balfour, who was 
prime minister when England made the Uganda offer, why the Jews rejected it. 
 
1914 World War I breaks out. Weizmann is convinced England will win. He is at odds with 

almost the whole Zionist establishment which is pro-German. Weizmann ignores the 

official Zionist position of neutrality and lobbies English politicians. 

1914 In September, Weizmann meets C.P. Scott, editor of the Manchester Guardian. Scott 

will prove a helpful ally and introduce Weizmann to many important British politicians. 

1915 On January 15, Scott arranges for Weizmann to meet with David Lloyd George, then 

Chancellor of the Exchequer and Herbert Samuel, also a high government official. 

1915 Herbert Samuel, on his own initiative, submits a memorandum to the Cabinet in 

January, and then again in March, advocating a British protectorate in Palestine. Then 

Prime Minister Herbert Asquith ridicules the idea.  

1915 In the Spring, Weizmann’s scientific work solves a major wartime crisis – a shortage 

of acetone, a chemical important in munitions – boosting his status and indirectly his 

Zionist efforts. 

1916 On December 6th, pro-Zionist David Lloyd George succeeds Herbert Asquith as prime 

minister. He gathers people around him with a similar outlook, such as Lord Balfour, who 

becomes Foreign Minister, Jan Christian Smuts, Mark Sykes and Leopold Amery.  

1917 On July 18, Weizmann sends Balfour a first draft of a proposed declaration, stating 

“that Palestine should be reconstituted as the National Home of the Jewish people.” The 

text is submitted by Lord Rothschild, an ally of Weizmann. 

1917 Anti-Zionist Jews led by Edwin Montagu campaign against the declaration. They are 

successful in having it delayed and watered down.  

1917 On November 2, the Balfour Declaration is issued. It pledges British support for a 

Jewish National Home in Palestine.  


