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TIMELINE:  Illegal Immigration 

 
1932 Zionist leader Vladimir “Ze’ev” Jabotinsky, leader of the Revisionist Party, publishes 
an article giving moral and political sanction to “illegal immigration” to Palestine.  
 
1934 Leaders of the socialist-Zionist youth movement Hechalutz in Poland charter the 
Greek ship Vellos and successfully land the first three hundred “illegals” in Palestine. A 
second trip of the Vellos fails. The official Zionist leadership discourages further attempts.  
 
1936 In January, Vladimir Jabotinsky approves a plan for systematic organized illegal 
immigration to the Land of Israel.  
 
1937 The first boat, the Kosta, reaches Palestine’s shores carrying 16 young men. It is a test 
run by the Viennese group Die Aktion, or The Action, an organization founded by 
Viennese journalist Paul Haller. The group, run by Revisionist Zionists, will transport Jews 
to Palestine in small, often unseaworthy ships. Its motto is Af Al Pi – “In Spite of 
Everything!” The Carta Atlas to the History of Palestine estimates that groups like Die 
Aktion will bring 20,478 illegal immigrants by the start of World War II. 
 
1939 After it becomes clear that Britain plans to make Palestine an Arab state, the Jewish 
Agency-led Haganah secretly founds the Mossad for Aliyah Bet, a group to organize illegal 
immigration. It will be active up until the start of World War II.  
 
1939 On Sept. 1, the first two people killed by British bullets on the opening day of World 
War II are not Nazis, but Jewish refugees on the Mossad ship SS Tiger Hill. 
 
1940 The British capture several Mossad ships attempting to break the British blockade. 
They transfer the passengers to the ocean liner Patria, which will take the refugees to 
Mauritius, a tiny disease-ridden island in the Indian Ocean. To block the Patria’s 
departure, the Haganah blows a hole in the bottom of the ship to disable it. Unfortunately, 
the Patria sinks in minutes and 200 refugees are drowned. 
 
1942 On February 23, the Struma, a refugee ship denied harbor in Palestine, blows up off 
the coast of Turkey, killing all but one of the 766 passengers on board. 
 
1942 In February, the same month the Struma passengers drown, the Jewish Agency 
provides the British with proof of the Holocaust. The British, however, refuse to change 
their immigration policy. 
 
1945 The Mossad for Aliyah Bet restarts its illegal immigration activities in earnest.  
 
 


