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TIMELINE:  Religious Zionism 
 
1843 Rabbi Yehuda Alkalai publishes his book Minhat Yehuda calling for the adoption of 
Hebrew as a national language, the purchase of land in Palestine, and the development of 
agriculture to create an economic base in the Land of Israel. 
 
1850 Alkalai tours Western Europe in 1850 and 1851 spreading his message. 
 
1862 Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Kalischer writes Seeking Zion (Drishat Tzion) in 1862 in which he 
rejects the idea that the redemption will come by a miracle. He lays out common-sense 
steps Jews can take to build communities in Eretz Israel. 
 
1860 Kalischer lobbies German Jews to create colonization societies, the first of which is 
the Association for the Colonization of Palestine. 
 
1870 The Alliance Israélite Universelle, a French-based Jewish organization, agrees to 
found the Mikveh Israel agricultural school in Eretz Israel, also thanks to Kalischer’s 
efforts. 
 
1884 Rabbi Shmuel Mohilever is elected to the presidency of the first Hovevei Zion (Lovers 
of Zion) conference which seeks to unify individual societies. 
 
1902 Rabbi Isaac Jacob Reines, a Lithuanian Rabbi and Mohilever disciple, organizes the 
group Mizrachi into a political party. That same year he publishes a book, A New Light on 
Zion (Or Hadash al Tzion), in which he calls for all Jews to embrace Zionism, in clear 
defiance of those religious Jews who oppose it. 
 
1912 Agudat Israel is founded in Poland. It denounces Zionism as a heretical attempt to 
build a state, which can only happen with the coming of the Messiah. 
 
1924 Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook, the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Palestine,  
founds a yeshiva, Mercaz HaRav Kook (popularly known as "Mercaz HaRav"), in 
Jerusalem. 
 
1938 The Neturei Karta ("Guardians of the City"), mainly descendants of old families in 
Jerusalem, breaks away from Agudat Israel. The group opposes Zionism and believes that 
Jews are forbidden to have their own state until the coming of the messiah. 
 
1949 Agudat Israel and Mizrachi, together with two other religious parties, join together to 
form an alliance: the United Religious Front. 
 
1967 Israel conquers Judea and Samaria, Sinai and the Golan Heights, energizing religious 
Zionists. 
 
2005 The Israeli government forcibly removes some 10,000 Jews from their homes in the 
Gaza Strip leading to clashes and large-scale protests of religious Jews against the 
government. 


