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“Diary”, Lord Shaftesbury (1840) 
 
July 24. — Anxious about the hopes and prospects of the Jewish people. 
Everything seems ripe for their return to Palestine; ‘the way of the kings of 
the East is prepared.’ Could the five Powers of the West be induced to 
guarantee the security of life and possessions to the Hebrew race, they 
would now flow back in rapidly augmenting numbers. Then by the blessing 
of God I will prepare a document, fortify it by all the evidence I can 
accumulate, and, confiding to the wisdom and mercy of the Almighty, lay it 
before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs … 
 
August 1. — Dined with Palmerston. After dinner left alone with him. 
Propounded my scheme, which seemed to strike his fancy; he asked some 
questions, and readily promised to consider it. How singular is the order of 
Providence! Singular, that is if estimated by man’s ways! Palmerston has 
already been chosen by God to be an instrument of good to His ancient 
people; to do homage, as it were, to their inheritance, and to recognize 
their rights without believing their destiny. And it seems he will yet do more. 
But though the motive be kind, it is not sound. I am forced to argue 
politically, financially, commercially; these considerations strike him home; 
he weeps not like his Master over Jerusalem … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: For the Love of Zion, Kelvin Crombie, Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1991, p. 
31-32. 



 

CHRISTIAN ZIONISM SELECTED WRITINGS 2 

 

ZIONISMU.COM / SELECTED WRITINGS CHRISTIAN ZIONISM 

     “Foreign Office 78/368”,  
     Vice Consul William Tanner Young (1839) 

 
Still, the Jew in Jerusalem is not estimated in value, much above a dog — 
and scarcely a day passes that I do not hear of some act of Tyranny and 
oppression against a Jew — chiefly by the soldiers, who enter their Houses 
and borrow whatever they require without asking any permission — 
sometimes they return the article, but more frequently not. In two instances, 
I have succeeded in obtaining justice for Jews against Turks — But it is 
quite a new thing in the eyes of these people to claim justice for a Jew — 
and I have good reason to think that my endeavors to protect the Jews, 
have been — and may be for some little time to come, detrimental to my 
influence with other classes — Christians as well as Turks — If a Jew … 
were to attempt to pass the door of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, it 
would in all probability cost him his life — this is not very Christian like, 
considering Christ Himself was a Jew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: For the Love of Zion, Kelvin Crombie, Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1991, p. 
26. 
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  “The Blackstone Memorial,” William E. Blackstone  
(March 5, 1891)  

 
To His Excellency BENJAMIN HARRISON, President of the United States, 
And HON. JAMES G. BLAINE, Secretary of State. 
 
In presenting the Memorial asking your good offices with the Governments 
of Europe for an international Conference in behalf of the Russian Jews, 
the undersigned begs to state that he has not sought for a multitude of 
signatures, but only representative names, and the cordial endorsement 
which the Memorial has received, gives assurance that the signatures 
could be indefinitely multiplied. 
 
That the Memorial is really an outgrowth of the Conference between 
Christians and Jews recently held in Chicago. … 
 
That while a very few, of what are termed ultra-radical, reformed, Jewish 
Rabbis have renounced their belief in ancient Scriptures, and openly 
proclaim that the Jews should amalgamate with the various nations, 
wherein they are scattered, the great body of the Jews, both clergy and 
laity, still cling to their time-honored hopes of national restoration and will 
quickly respond to any such opportunity with abundant energy, means, and 
enthusiasm. 
 
That the land of Palestine is capable of remarkable development, both 
agriculturally and commercially. Its geographical situation, as the half-way 
house between Europe and Asia, is unequaled. That the Railroad now 
building from Joppa to Jerusalem, if extended via Damascus, Tadmor and 
the Euphrates valley, could not fail to become an international highway. 
 
That while the Turkish government has lately shown some improvement, 
and has fostered the building of excellent common roads and given greater 
freedom for the activity of foreigners, still it is marvelously behind the times 
in which we live, and no great development can be expected under it. … 
 
That all the great European powers are jealous of each other's influence in, 
or possible occupation of, Palestine, and that this favors the giving of it to 
such an energetic small nation as the Jews under international guarantees 
and protection. … 
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That all the European nations sympathizing with the sad condition of the 
Jews in Russia, and yet not wishing them to be crowded into their own 
countries, will, he believes, cheerfully assent to this restoration to Palestine 
as the most natural alternative. 
 
That he has special reasons for believing such sentiment already prevails, 
to a large extent, in Great Britain, and it seems to appeal to all classes of 
Christians as a magnificent humanitarian movement. … 
 
That there seem to be many evidences to show that we have reached the 
period in the great roll of the centuries, when the ever living God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, is lifting up His hand to the Gentiles, (Isa. 
49:22) to bring His sons and His daughters from far, that he may plant them 
again in their own land, Ezk. 34, &c. Not for twenty-four centuries, since the 
days of Cyrus, King of Persia, has there been offered to any mortal such a 
privileged opportunity to further the purposes of God concerning His 
ancient people. 
 
May it be the high privilege of your Excellency, and the Honorable 
Secretary, to take a personal interest in this great matter, and secure 
through the Conference, a home for these wandering millions of Israel, and 
thereby receive to yourselves the promise of Him, who said to Abraham, "I 
will bless them that bless thee," Gen. 12:3. 
 
Most Respectfully, 
Your humble servant, 
WM. E. BLACKSTONE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The Blackstone Memorial, William E. Blackstone (March 5, 1891, Wikisource,   
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Blackstone_Memorial 


