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TIMELINE:  Socialist Zionism Part 2 
 
1909 The first kibbutz is founded on the shores of Lake Galilee by 10 men and two women. 
It is named Degania (cornflower).  
 
1914 By this year, fourteen collectivist settlements dot the land. 
 
1921 Kibbutz Ein Harod is founded by members of Russian-Jewish pioneers of the Third 
Aliyah. It is a larger-scale kibbutz with more members than earlier settlements.  
 
1927 Kibbutz HaMeuchad (the United Kibbutz) federation is established. It’s a collection 
of kibbutzim like Ein Harod that reject smaller settlements in favor of larger ones.  
 
1927 The Kibbutz HaArtzi (National Kibbutz) federation is established. It is associated 
with the socialist-Zionist youth movement Hashomer Hatzair. 
 
1936 The kibbutz population rises to 16,400 members. 
 
1941 The Palmach is established. It’s an elite fighting force within the Haganah. Its 
commander, Yitzhak Sadeh, recruits heavily from young men who belong to kibbutzim. 
 
1948 The kibbutz is at its peak in influence, prestige and relative size, accounting for 7.5% 
of the Yishuv population. 
 
1950 In a speech in the Knesset on January 16, Ben-Gurion says he is “ashamed and 
embarrassed” by the kibbutz movement’s failure to help absorb new immigrants. 
 
1951 The kibbutz movement splits over ideology. The question is whether to adopt a pro-
Western or pro-Soviet stance. In some cases, the argument leads to physical violence. 
Some kibbutzim literally split in two. 
 
1965 The Kibbutzim has moved away from its original ideology, having hired some 10,000 
workers, 19% of their total work force.  
 
1980 Nearly half of kibbutz income comes from industry. 
 
1985 An economic crisis hits leaving the kibbutzim with $6 billion in debt, a sum they 
can’t possibly repay. 
 
1993 Yehuda Harel, a member of Kibbutz Merom HaGolan, publishes “The New Kibbutz” 
in which he argues that the kibbutz economy should be separate from the kibbutz 
community. Factories, farms and other assets ought to be run by professionals for a profit. 
 
2002 The Israeli government forms a special committee to determine if the kibbutz can 
still be called a kibbutz. It decides that it can. 
 
2010 A study finds that three quarters of kibbutzim no longer pay members equally. 
 


