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Document A: “Allies for Armageddon”, Victoria Clark 
(2007) 

 
The speed and suddenness of the Balfour Declaration and Britain’s 
conquest of the Holy Land took many Americans by surprise. One leading 
pre-millennial dispensationalist burst into tears while transmitting the news 
of the Declaration to his congregation, and wept again a month later, in the 
privacy of a Chicago hotel room, on hearing of Allenby’s entry into 
Jerusalem. For the author of the ever-popular Scofield Reference Bible, 
that conquest was the validation of validations. ‘Now for the first time we 
have a real prophetic sign,’ wrote Dr. Scofield.  
 
At this thrilling juncture in human history, when the divine schedule and 
each day’s news were coinciding as never before, American and British 
millenarians were seized by a need to discern the next step along the way 
to the Second Coming. Long before the war had ended, they pooled their 
interpretations of prophecy to discover how a map of post-war Europe 
would look. … 
 
A mood of triumphant exultation reigned at a flurry of prophecy 
conferences, as well as at American Christian Zionists’ meetings with Jews 
after the war. ‘The capture of Jerusalem is more than a prophetic event, it 
is a pivot in prophecy,’ a former pastor of the American Church in 
Jerusalem informed a capacity crowd of over 3,000 at Philadelphia’s 
Academy of Music in May 1918. ‘We have entered on a prophetic era. We 
are looking upon the things which Moses and the prophets and Christ 
himself has foretold.’  
 
 

Vocabulary   

Premillennialism: in Christian eschatology, is the belief that Jesus will 
physically return to the earth to gather His saints before the Millennium, a 
literal thousand-year golden age of peace. This return is referred to as the 
Second Coming. 

Dispensationalism: the interpreting of history as a series of divine 
dispensations, or ages. 

 
 
Source: Allies for Armageddon: The Rise of Christian Zionism, Victoria Clark, St. 
Edmundsbury Press, UK, 2007, p. 126-127.  
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Document B: “American Protestantism and a Jewish 
State”, Hertzel Fishman (1973) 

 

In the month following the publication of the Balfour Declaration in 
November 1917, the Christian Century had warned against taking seriously 
the millenarians who were euphoric with “Second Coming propaganda.” 
While acknowledging “the wide vogue which pre-millennialism has attained 
in the Church today,” the paper felt it was harmful to “a truly spiritual 
religion,” and urged that the Protestant Churches “show convincingly the 
better way of reading the Scripture.” The periodical remained consistent in 
its negative theological attitude towards Jewish restoration to Palestine. 
While expressing misgivings about Great Britain’s policy of encouraging 
“aggressive Jews to claim the country as a ‘homeland’ for their people” – 
for “historically the Jew has never been in possession of Palestine” – the 
journal insisted that “it is the conviction of most modern biblical scholars 
that the Old Testament contains no anticipation of the restoration of Israel 
to its ancient homeland which can apply to the Jewish people and the 
present age.”  
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary   

Christian Century: The Christian Century is a Christian magazine based in 
Chicago, Illinois. Considered the flagship magazine of U.S. mainline 
Protestantism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: American Protestantism and a Jewish State, Hertzel Fishman, Wayne 
University Press, Detroit, 1973, p. 28.  
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Document C: “Standing With Israel”, David Brog (2006) 
 
After the Scopes trial in 1925 and the wave of criticism and ridicule that 
followed, fundamentalist Christians confronted a grim reality. They 
abhorred the modernist teachings of evolution and higher biblical criticism 
that cast doubt on the absolute truth of the Bible and threatened, in their 
view, to corrupt the Christian faith. Yet the fundamentalists had failed to 
purge modernism from the public schools and, in many cases, from their 
own denominations. Fundamentalists now faced a choice between 
accommodating modernism and separating from those institutions that 
embraced it. For most fundamentalists, this was no choice at all: they 
withdrew into their own network of churches and schools.  
 
During their decades of separatism, fundamentalists eschewed politics. 
Early in his career, for instance, Jerry Falwell preached to his church that 
clergy should shun politics since the “government could be trusted to 
correct its own ills.” When Pat Robertson’s father was running for reelection 
to the U.S. Senate in Virginia in 1966, Robertson refused to participate in 
the campaign. He believed that God wanted him to devote his full energies 
to his ministry. His father lost his race.  
 
Separation, however, was not hibernation. During their decades in the 
wilderness, fundamentalists built their own institutions and grew their 
movement. They started churches, schools, institutions of higher learning, 
and popular radio and television ministries. The fundamentalists engaged 
in energetic outreach and won converts to their version of the faith. When 
the fundamentalists later reentered politics, they did so with a great 
reservoir of numbers, power, and confidence.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Standing With Israel, David Brog, Front Line: A Strang Company, Florida, 2006, 
p. 135.  
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Document D: “Allies for Armageddon”, Victoria Clark 
(2007) 

 
In what [Josiah Wedgwood] believed was a last-ditch attempt to secure the 
survival of the Zionist dream, he broadcast a long, sad speech to a banquet 
gathering of Zionists in New York in 1941. The thrust of his message was 
the same as [Orde] Wingate’s – that Britain was no longer the Zionists’ best 
friend, that ‘God’s Englishmen’ such as himself were hopelessly few and 
powerless now to assist them, that they would have to find another 
advocate: ‘I have tried to save for my own countrymen the glory of 
rebuilding Jerusalem, of doing justice, of creating freedom. It is no use. 
They won’t do it. I can’t help. You must turn to America and take on the job 
yourselves. Ask no more from Britain …’  
 
… Wedgwood’s emotive 1941 broadcast to banqueting New York Zionists, 
in which he advised them to switch their trust and hope away from Britain to 
America, only voiced the obvious truth. British Christian Zionism was out of 
style …  
 
Anti-Semitism, fanned by economic depression and the need for a 
scapegoat, was on the rise on both sides of the Atlantic, throughout the 
inter-war period.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Allies for Armageddon: The Rise of Christian Zionism, Victoria Clark, St. 
Edmundsbury Press, UK, 2007, p. 134-137. 



AMERICAN REVIVAL/ ZIONISM 101 5 

 

Document E: “Evangelicals and Israel”, Stephen Spector 
(2009) 

 
For many devout Christians, the Israeli conquest of the old city of 
Jerusalem in 1967 also was a crucial event, marking the end of the “times 
of the Gentiles” that Jesus himself foretold (Luke 21:24). … Pat Robertson 
is quite straightforward about the role that this prophecy played in his 
support for the Jewish state. In June 1967, as soon as he heard that war 
had broken out in the Middle East, he said, “Something just responded 
within me. I knew this had enormous significance, that we at CBN (the 
Christian Broadcasting Network) were linked with Israel. It had to do with 
the last times, and it had to do with the fulfillment of the prophecy that 
Jesus made when he said Jerusalem will be trodden under foot until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”  
 
Israel is thus God’s prophetic clock, telling the hours and days until the 
advent of Christ. In the dispensationalist view, the clock had stopped but 
began to tick again with the birth of the State of Israel. With this in mind, 
Falwell called the existence of Israel “the single greatest sign indicating the 
imminent return of Jesus Christ.” John F. Walvoord, the president of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, called Israel’s seizure of the old city of Jerusalem in 
1967 “one of the most remarkable fulfillments of biblical prophecy since the 
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.” Several authors argued in Moody 
Monthly that God had fought for Israel. In the Christian Zionist view, these 
events are enormously significant in moving divine history forward, but they 
are much more than that: they are empirical proof that biblical prophecy is 
true. L. Nelson Bell, who, along with his son-in-law, Billy Graham, founded 
Christianity Today, wrote in that journal that the Jews’ possession of a 
united Jerusalem “gives the student of the Bible a thrill and a renewed faith 
in the accuracy and validity of the Bible.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Evangelicals and Israel: The Story of American Christian Zionism, Stephen 
Spector, Oxford University Press, New York, 2009, p. 27-28. 



AMERICAN REVIVAL/ ZIONISM 101 6 

 

Document F: “Christian Attitudes Toward the State of 
Israel”, Paul Charles Merkley (2001) 

 
The events of June 1967 constitute the watershed in the story of Christian 
attitudes towards the State of Israel. From this moment there is rapid 
movement towards the present polarization between Christian Zionists – 
generally, but not exclusively, on the right wing, theologically speaking, of 
the churches – and Christian anti-Zionists – generally, but not exclusively, 
on the left wing. 
 
American Jews were distressed, even appalled, at the lack of sympathy for 
the Israeli situation shown by official spokesmen of the churches, as 
Israel’s Arab enemies closed in on the Jewish state in the spring of 1967. 
Egypt brazenly defied the UN and tore up the pledge it had made to permit 
international supervision in the Sinai and the Gulf of Aqaba. The Middle 
Eastern air was full of the threat of an imminent war of annihilation against 
the Jews declaimed by Egyptian president Gamal Abdul Nasser and other 
Arab statesmen. But the Protestant and Roman Catholic churches had next 
to nothing to say. 
 
There were exceptions. A number of Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy 
in the Boston area, led by Richard, Cardinal Cushing, signed a “Declaration 
of Moral Principle,” in which Americans were asked to recognize that Israel 
might well be destroyed, as Arab voices hoped and believed it would, if her 
rights to free passage through the Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aqaba were 
not sustained by the UN. Several friends of Israel among Protestant and 
Catholic clergy (including J.C. Bennett, Robert McAfee Brown, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Franklin Littell, and Reinhold Niebuhr), published a joint 
statement that called upon “our fellow Americans of all persuasions and 
grouping and on the Administration to support the independence, integrity 
and freedom of Israel.” But the Christian press did not take up this note. 
Despite their unremitting efforts throughout the month of May 1967, 
American Jewish leaders were unable to persuade either the National 
Council of Churches or the National Conference of Catholic Bishops to 
issue a straightforward declaration of support for Israel’s right to exist, 
which might have steadied the nerves of Israelis groaning under the effects 
of the declarations coming from Arab states. 
 
Israel was surrounded by hostile countries whose armies vastly 
outnumbered her own. Nevertheless, on 4 June the Israeli army launched a 
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pre-emptive war, initially targeting Egyptian air power. The moment the war 
began it was obvious that Nasser had miscalculated. Thereupon a rush of 
statements came from Church bodies reminding everyone that war has 
never solved anything. Among liberal Protestants, there was almost 
universal readiness to blame Israel for the outbreak of the war. Particularly 
harsh was Dr. Henry Pitt Van Dusen, president of Union Theological 
Seminary, who spoke of “Israel’s assault on her Arab neighbors.” He 
elaborated: “All persons who seek to view the Middle East problem with 
honesty and objectivity stand aghast at Israel’s onslaught, the most violent, 
ruthless (and successful) aggression since Hitler’s blitzkrieg across 
Western Europe … aiming not at victory but at annihilation – the very 
objective proclaimed by Nasser and his allies which had drawn support for 
Israel … Israel has consistently refused collaboration with the UN in 
maintaining peace. Every square mile of Arab homeland appropriated by 
Israel, every additional Arab subjugated or driven into exile will merely 
exacerbate the smoldering desire for revenge. Our grandchildren, if now 
we, may witness an even more murderous and tragic holocaust.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Christian Attitudes Towards the State of Israel, Paul Charles Merkley, McGill-
Queens University Press, Montreal & Kingston, 2001, p. 37-38. 
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Document G: “Standing With Israel”, David Brog (2006) 
 
As Jerry Falwell tells it, January 23, 1973, started out like any other day for 
him. He rose early, showered and descended the stairs to a large southern 
breakfast. He talked about the coming day with his wife and three children. 
And then opened the Lynchburg News.  
 
A banner headline about the death of former President Lyndon Johnson 
and a long presidential obituary dominated the front page. But it was not 
the loss of this one life that upset the reverend. A smaller headline lower 
down on the page read, “Supreme Court Legalizes Abortion.” The day 
before, the Supreme Court had handed down its decision in the case of 
Roe v. Wade and ruled unconstitutional all state laws that prohibited 
voluntary abortions in the first trimester of pregnancy. Reading his 
newspaper that morning, Jerry Falwell was seized by “growing horror and 
disbelief.”  
 
According to Falwell, the Roe v. Wade decision was the catalyst that 
launched him on a new mission in life culminating in the creation of the 
Moral Majority in 1979. In the fact of such alarming government action, 
Falwell decided that an otherworldly abstention from politics was no longer 
justifiable. Evangelicals would have to act to correct the government’s ills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Standing With Israel, David Brog, Front Line: A Strang Company, Florida, 2006, 
p. 135-136. 
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Document H: “Listen America”, Jerry Falwell (1980) 
 

 
I firmly believe God has blessed America because God has blessed the 
Jew. If this nation wants her fields to remain white with grain, her scientific 
achievements to remain notable, and her freedom to remain intact, America 
must continue to stand with Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Listen America, Jerry Falwell, Bantam Books, New York, 1981 (First Published 
1980) p. 98.  
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Document I: “Israel Conference,” Pat Robertson (2003) 
 

Of course, we, like all right-thinking people, support Israel because Israel is 
an island of democracy, an island of individual freedom, an island of the 
rule of law, and an island of modernity in the midst of a sea of dictatorial 
regimes, the suppression of individual liberty, and a fanatical religion intent 
on returning to the feudalism of 8th Century Arabia. These facts about 
modern day Israel are all true. But mere political rhetoric does not account 
for the profound devotion to Israel that exists in the hearts of tens of 
millions of evangelical Christians.  

 
You must realize that the God who spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai is our 
God. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are our spiritual Patriarchs. Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel are our prophets. King David, a man after God’s own 
heart, is our hero. The Holy City of Jerusalem is our spiritual capital. And 
the continuation of Jewish sovereignty over the Holy Land is a further 
bulwark to us that the God of the Bible exists and that His Word is true. … 

 
We are with you in your struggle. We are with you as a wave of anti-
Semitism is engulfing the earth. We are with you despite the pressure of 
the “Quartette” and the incredibly hostile resolutions of the United Nations. 
We are with you despite the threats and ravings of Wahabbi Jihadists, 
Hezbollah thugs, and Hamas assassins. … 

 
We evangelical Christians merely say to our Israeli friends, “Let us serve 
our God together by opposing the virulent poison of anti-Semitism and anti-
Zionism that is rapidly engulfing the world.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: A Match Made in Heaven, Zev Chafets, HarperCollins Publishers, New York, 
2007, p. 75-76.  
 


