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Document A: “Theodor Herzl”, Alex Bein (1941) 
 
On March 10, 1896, there burst into his room a clergyman “with the long 
gray beard of a prophet,” and as Herzl started up in amazement at his 
writing desk, the intruder stammered: “Here I am!” “I see that,” said Herzl, 
“but who are you?” “I understand your astonishment,” answered the man, 
“but it was I who first brought the great tidings to the Grand Duke of Baden, 
and now I want to help you.”  Thereupon the stranger showed Herzl a book 
which he declared he had written himself. It was entitled The Restauration 
of the Jews to Palestine According to the Prophets, and in it he proved, on 
the basis of prophecies made in the time of Omar, and of the interpretation 
of certain biblical passages, that Palestine would be given back to the Jews 
about 1897-1898. While he, the author, was waiting for the fulfillment of the 
miracle, he had heard from the Zionist journalist S.R. Landau of Herzl’s 
Judenstaat, and had rushed over at once to offer his help. To work for the 
homecoming of the Jews to Palestine was, for him, “to fulfil prophecy.”  
 
Finally he explained who he was. He was the Reverend Hechler, chaplain 
to the English Embassy in Vienna. He was also a great collector of Bibles 
and of models of the ancient Temple of Jerusalem. He had so many of the 
latter that they lined the walls of his room as high as the ceiling. When 
Herzl, a few days later, returned the strange man’s visit, the latter showed 
him a tremendous military staff map of Palestine and the haversack he 
would wear when he would accompany Herzl into and through the Holy 
Land.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Theodor Herzl, Alex Bein, Jewish Publication Society of America, Philadelphia, 
p. 191. 
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Document B: “The Diaries of Theodor Herzl”, Theodor 
Herzl (March 16, 1896) 

 

Yesterday (Sunday) afternoon I visited the Rev. Hechler. Next to Colonel 
Goldsmid, he is the most extraordinary character I have encountered in the 
movement. He lives on the fourth floor. His windows overlook the 
Schillerplatz. While mounting the stairs I heard the sound of an organ. The 
room in which I entered was lined with books on every side, floor to ceiling.  
 
Bibles, all of them. 
 
A window of the brightly-lit room was open, letting in the cool spring air, and 
Mr. Hechler showed me his Biblical treasures. He spread out before me his 
comparative history-tables, and finally a map of Palestine. It was a huge 
military-staff map in four sheets which, when laid out, covered the entire 
floor.  
 
“We have prepared the ground for you!” he said triumphantly. 
 
He showed me where, according to his calculations, our new Temple must 
be built: in Bethel! For that is the center of the country. He also showed me 
models of the ancient Temple: “We have prepared the ground for you.” … 
 
Now we came to the heart of the business. I said to him: I must put myself 
into direct and publicly-known relations with a responsible or non-
responsible ruler – that is, with a minister-of-state or a prince. Then the 
Jews will believe in me and follow me. The most suitable personage would 
be the German Kaiser. But I must have help if I am to carry out the task. 
Hitherto I have had nothing but obstacles to combat, and they are eating 
away my strength. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The Diaries of Theodor Herzl, Edited, Translated and with an Introduction by 
Marvin Lowenthal, Grosset & Dunlap, New York, 1962, p. 105.  
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Document C: “Bible and Sword,” Barbara Tuchman (1984) 
 

With the translation of the Bible into English and its adoption as the highest 
authority for an autonomous English Church, the history, traditions, and 
moral law of the Hebrew nation became part of the English culture; became 
for a period of three centuries the most powerful single influence on that 
culture. … 
 
Everyone knew it. In many homes it was the only book in the house and, 
being so, was read over and over until its words and images and 
characters and stories became as familiar as bread. Children learned long 
chapters by heart and usually knew the geography of Palestine before they 
knew their own. Lloyd George recalled how in his first meeting with Chaim 
Weizmann in December 1914, place names kept coming into the 
conversation that were “more familiar to me than those of the Western 
front.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Bible and Sword: England and Palestine from the Bronze Age to Balfour, 
Barbara W. Tuchman, New York University Press, New York, 1956, (1984 edition) p. 
81-83.  
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Document D: “Standing With Israel”, David Brog (2006) 
 

Referring to the argument that the Balfour Declaration was undertaken as 
part of a “British imperialistic scheme,” Weizmann wrote that:  
 

The truth is that British statesmen were by no means anxious for 
such a bargain. … England’s connection with Palestine rested on the 
idea of a Jewish Homeland in Palestine; but for the idea of a Jewish 
Homeland, England would not have entertained the thought of a 
protectorate – or later of a mandate – over Palestine. England felt she 
had no business in Palestine except as part of the plan for the 
creation of a Jewish Homeland. … They understood as a reality the 
concept of the Return. It appealed to their tradition and their faith.  

 
While Lloyd George may have referred later in life to strategic motives for 
the Balfour Declaration, he also acknowledged that:  
 

It was undoubtedly inspired by natural sympathy, admiration and also 
by the fact that, as you must remember, we had been trained even 
more in Hebrew history than in the history of our own country. I could 
tell you all the kings of Israel. But I doubt whether I could have named 
half a dozen of the kings of England.  
 

Balfour was more explicit about his motivation. In 1922, the English House 
of Lords was debating whether to accept the Mandate for Palestine from 
the League of Nations. A motion to reject the mandate had been introduced 
and received great support. Balfour rose in opposition to the motion and at 
this time made his only public defense of the Declaration that bore his 
name. Balfour stated:  
 

I hold that from a purely material point of view that policy that we 
initiated is likely to prove a successful policy. But we have never 
pretended – certainly I have never pretended – that it was purely from 
these materialistic considerations that the Declaration of November 
1917 originally sprung. … 
 
Surely, it is in order that we may send a message to every land where 
the Jewish race has been scattered, a message that will tell them that 
Christendom is not oblivious of their faith, is not unmindful of the 
service they have rendered to the great religions of the world, and 
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most of all to the religion that the majority of Your Lordships’ house 
profess, and that we desire to the best of our ability to give them the 
opportunity of developing in peace and quietness under British rule, 
those great gifts which hitherto they have been compelled to bring to 
fruition in countries which know not their language and belong not to 
their race. That is the ideal which I desire to see accomplished, that is 
the aim which lay at the root of the policy I am trying to defend; and 
though it be defensible indeed on every ground, that is the ground 
which chiefly moves me.  

 
Balfour’s statement before the House of Lords was an expression of a 
lifelong conviction. Like William Hechler before him, Balfour was raised 
within the English evangelical tradition, which embraced the restoration of 
the Jews to their homeland. According to Blanche Dugdale, Balfour’s 
biographer, niece, and frequent companion, Balfour’s philo-Semitism was 
deeply rooted in his personality:  
 

Balfour’s interest in the Jews and their history was lifelong. It 
originated in the Old Testament training of his mother, and in his 
Scottish upbringing. As he grew up, his intellectual admiration and 
sympathy for certain aspects of Jewish philosophy and culture grew 
also, and the problem of the Jews in the modern world seemed to him 
of immense importance. He always talked eagerly of this, and I 
remember in childhood imbibing from him the idea that Christian 
religion and civilization owes to Judaism an immeasurable debt, 
shamefully ill repaid.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Standing With Israel, David Brog, Front Line: A Strang Company, Florida, 2006, 
p. 113-114. 
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Document E: “Josiah Wedgwood and Palestine”, Cecil 
Bloom (2009) 

 
A leading Zionist historian Israel Cohen, is one of the small number who 
wrote more than a few words about Wedgwood’s support for Zionism. He 
referred to Wedgwood as ‘the most resolute and militant Christian 
champion of the Zionist cause’ and said of him in his autobiography:  
 

No debate on Palestine in the House of Commons ever took place in 
which he did not deliver a striking and provocative speech and there 
was no searching or critical question in regard to the Jewish National 
Home that he was not prepared to put either to the Prime Minister or 
to the Colonial Secretary. … No Jewish MP ever ventured to indulge 
in such scathing attacks upon anti-Zionist or anti-Semitic officials in 
the Palestine administration with such courage and candour … 
Indeed, the Zionist Executive sometimes felt uneasy because of the 
language that he often used, fearing that he might thereby do the 
cause more harm than good; and they often withheld information from 
him lest his use of it might prove detrimental. But no considerations 
could restrain him from his wholehearted advocacy of the Zionist 
cause at all times and in all places.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Josiah Wedgwood and Palestine, Cecil Bloom, Jewish Historical Studies Vol. 
42, Jewish Historical Society of England, UK, 2009, p. 147-172. 
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Document F: “It’s All in the Bible,” Yaakov Ariel (2011) 
 

A philosemite British officer, Orde Wingate (1903-44), helped train 
independent units of Jewish fighters in Palestine. Wingate grew up in a 
family of ardent premillennialists, associated with the Plymouth Brethren, 
one of the first dispensationalist groups in Britain. Daily readings of the 
Bible were part of his routine. An intelligence officer in the British 
administration in Palestine in 1936-9, Wingate was convinced that the Jews 
were heirs and continuers of the children of Israel, who were returning to 
their land in preparation for the events of the end-times. He established a 
special Jewish unit, the Night Squad, in which he trained young members 
of the Hagana, a paramilitary Jewish organization backed by the Zionist 
leadership in Palestine. Among his disciples were Yigal Alon and Moshe 
Dayan, who later became generals in the Israeli army and implemented 
some of his techniques.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: ‘It’s All in the Bible’, Yaakov Ariel, Philosemitism in History, Edited by Jonathan 
Karp, Adam Sutcliffe, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, 2011, p. 266-267.  
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Document G: “A History of Israel”, Howard Sachar (1976) 
 

The authorities had not been aware of Wingate’s deeply rooted Protestant 
millennialism. Within weeks of his arrival in the country, however, it was this 
biblical mysticism that transformed the young captain into a passionate 
adherent of the Zionist cause. “I count it my privilege to help you to fight 
your battle,” he told David HaCohen, his closest Jewish friend. “To that 
purpose I want to devote my life. I believe that the very existence of 
mankind is justified when it is based on the moral foundations of the Bible.”  
… 
 
In studying Arab tactics, Wingate noted the manner in which the guerrillas 
would strike and escape from heavily armed government columns. He was 
determined to retaliate by developing fast patrols and placing emphasis on 
night operations. … The young Scottish officer’s tactical adaptability in the 
field, his leadership and resourcefulness, soon evoked the admiration of his 
Jewish troops. So did his method of exploiting the night and every trick of 
decoy and feint to carry out audacious surprise raids against guerrilla 
hideouts – a welcome relief from the older doctrine of restraint. Indeed, 
Wingate’s conception of “active defense” went so far as to include 
crossings into Lebanon and Syria and attacks on guerrilla villages there. 
Throughout 1938, during their scores of forays and ambushes, the Jewish 
Special Night Squads inflicted heavy casualties on the Mufti’s rebels and 
kept them off balance and increasingly ineffective. 
 
Despite these not unimpressive achievements, the Special Night Squads 
were sharply reduced early in 1939 and gradually assigned a minor role. 
Political factors by then militated against British cooperation with the Jewish 
defense units. Wingate himself was considered expendable; his proto-
Zionist views were becoming an embarrassment to the government. 
Eventually, in the spring of 1939, he was sent back to England. His 
superiors wrote in his file: “A good soldier but a poor security risk. Not to be 
trusted. The interests of the Jews are more important to him than those of 
his own country. He must not be allowed to return to Palestine.”  
 
 
 
 
Source: A History of Israel From The Rise of Zionism to Our Time, Howard Sachar, 
Alfred A. Knopf, 3rd ed., New York, 2007 (First edition 1976), p. 215-216. 
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Document H: “Letter to His Wife”, Orde Wingate (1944) 
 

[Letter to his wife shortly before his death, (the Hebrew transcription refers 
to Psalm 137: ‘If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning,’ Orde Wingate), 1944] 
 
Finally I am feeling very much at the moment IM ESHKOKHEYEH 
YERUSHALAIM TISKAH YAMINI and do you too pray that our lot takes us 
there together to the place and the work we love.  
 
Love to Ivy and your father. Tell my mother I am well and happy and hope 
not wholly useless or harmful. 
 
     ORDE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: There Was a Man of Genius: Letters to my Grandson Orde Jonathan Wingate, 
Alice Ivy Hay, Neville Spearman (1963). 
 


