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Document A: “On Adventurism”, Vladimir Jabotinsky 
(1932)  

 
Should I submit to the British restrictions, bow my head and say: Good, I 
will be obedient. So long as I do not receive legal permission, I will be a 
good child and sit at home and possibly help you, father, sell potatoes at 
your stall. There is a danger, however, that I will not be able to bear it, and 
drift along other paths that do not lead to Zion, but lead to no good… On 
the other hand, I might attempt a totally different method – that of 
adventurism. Where is it written that one may enter a country only with a 
visa? … 
 
I know the borders of Eretz Israel well – and not all that is difficult is 
impossible. I do not wish to enter into details, but this adventure is not 
worse than many other adventures. It has the chances both of failure and 
success. 
 
One thing, however, must be clearly understood: a nation, particularly its 
youth, should not bow its head and say with a sigh: “In view of the fact that 
the police have forbidden our redemption, we should all resign ourselves 
and remain sitting at home obediently.” We must continue to fight for our 
freedom. … 
 
Where is it written, where does it say that adventurism may not be used as 
one of the methods of our struggle? Consider the lessons of history and 
you will discover that often adventures that failed proved to be a means of 
struggle, particularly if it was not an individual adventure but a collective 
one. … 
 
If I were young I would laugh at their visas and their restrictions. 
Impossible? Tell that to your grandmother, not to me, I would say: It is 
difficult; in fact, very difficult. But it is precisely this which constitutes that 
spirit of adventure which climbs mountains and not merely hillocks. … If I 
were young I would launch a new phase in propaganda betokened by a 
new symbol – a whistle, an ordinary tin whistle costing a few pence. And 
the slogan for this propaganda campaign would be – whistle at their laws 
and restrictions! 
 
Source: The Jabotinsky Story: Fighter and Prophet, Joseph B. Shechtman, Thomas 
Yoseloff Books, New York, 1961, p. 422-423. 
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Document B: “The Jabotinsky Story”, Joseph Schechtman 
(1961)  

 
Smaller groups of “illegals” were already “stealing across the border” via 
Syria at that time, but it was not before the summer of 1934 that the two-
thousand-ton Greek ship Vellos, chartered by Hechalutz leaders in Poland, 
succeeded in landing the first three hundred “illegals” on the Palestine 
shore. But the second trip of the Vellos proved to be a complete failure. 
Even more harmful to the further progress of the venture was the attitude of 
the official Zionist leaders. Jon and David Kimche, the authors of the semi-
official History of the “Illegal” Migration of a People, admit that “the 
protagonists of this illegal immigration had to overcome the determined 
opposition of a large and influential section of the Zionist leadership headed 
at that time by Ben Gurion himself. … Such veteran leaders as Ussishkin, 
Ben Gurion and even the secretary of the Hechalutz, Eliahu Dobkin, 
contended that this was no way to gain their objective”; they hoped to 
obtain a substantial increase of the immigration quota instead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary   

Hechalutz: Leftwing Zionist youth movement begun in Eastern Europe to 
promote settlement, primarily agricultural. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The Jabotinsky Story: Fighter and Prophet, Joseph B. Shechtman, Thomas 
Yoseloff Books, New York, 1961, p. 423. 
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Document C: “Ben-Gurion: The Burning Ground 1886-
1948”, Shabtai Teveth (1987)  

 
Had he been able, Ben-Gurion would have met the [1939] White Paper on 
the day of its publication with shiploads of immigrants storming the shore 
and new settlements going up without authorization. But lack of the time 
required to make the arrangements was not the only obstacle; not 
everyone in Mapai and the JAE [Jewish Agency Executive] agreed with 
him. Disobedience was liable to generate too harsh a conflict with Britain, 
the main security against Hitler. … 
 
Although none of Ben-Gurion’s colleagues could come up with a better 
plan, they thought that with militant Zionism Ben-Gurion was asking the 
impossible. The dilemma of how to fight England and gain its friendship at 
the same time … came up endlessly in party and private meetings. … 
 
The establishment of the Mossad for Aliyah Bet in April 1939 gave illegal 
immigration great momentum: 1939 saw five voyages in the first four 
months and twenty-nine in the next eight. 
 
...events overtook Ben-Gurion’s plans: the Germans invaded Poland on 
September 1 [1939] and the war began. In the new circumstances, both the 
immigration revolt and militant Zionist were shelved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary   

Mapai: Workers’ Party of the Land of Israel, founded in 1930. 

 
 
 
 
Source: Ben-Gurion: The Burning Ground 1886-1948, Shabtai Teveth, Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 1987, p. 713-728 
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Document D: “The Four-Front War”, William R. Perl (1978) 
 
…the first two persons to be killed in World War II by British bullets were 
not Nazis, they were Jewish escapees aboard the Tiger Hill refugee ship on 
its way to Palestine. On the very first day of World War II, September 1, 
1939, while German dive-bombers rained death on Warsaw and a dozen 
other Polish cities, His Majesty’s ship, the Lorna, opened fire on the rickety 
overcrowded Tiger Hill because, in her approach to unload her cargo of 
human misery on the coast of Palestine, she did not heed a British order to 
turn back toward Germany. This encounter between H.M.S. Lorna and the 
Tiger Hill had ended with a victory for the British Navy. Killed in the 
“encounter” were Dr. Robert Schneider, a physician from Czechoslovakia, 
and Zvi Binder, a young pioneer from Poland, whose hopes to till the land 
peacefully in a kibbutz died within sight of the land he had been longing for 
years to reach. 
 
The killing of the two was admitted by the British and debated in the House 
of Commons. The results of the debate as far as British policy went were 
nil, but the cruel irony of these deaths had strengthened the determination 
of those working for illegal immigration. However, the resolution of the 
British to prevent future such scandalous shooting “engagements” between 
their warships and our limping refugee crates was also strengthened. The 
British decided to reorganize their efforts. With the war on, they could no 
longer afford before the eyes of the world to shoot at the wretched 
survivors of concentration camps. They, therefore, decided that the 
transports must be stopped at their source, before anyone could step on 
any seagoing vessel.  
 
As early as July 7, 1939, when the outbreak of war was imminent, Mr. 
Malcolm MacDonald, British secretary for the colonies, called and presided 
over a special meeting at which the minutes record the decision “to stop the 
flow of immigration at the source.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The Four-Front War, William R. Perl, Crown Publishers Inc., New York, 1978, 
p. 177-178.  
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Document E: “A History of Zionism”, Walter Laqueur (1972) 

 

Violent anti-government demonstrations took place throughout Palestine 
and the tension was further exacerbated by the government’s unrelenting 
struggle against illegal immigration. Little ships packed with refugees 
succeeded in making their way to the shores of Palestine even after the 
outbreak of war in Europe. Thus in November 1940, 1,770 Jews arrived in 
Haifa on two vessels, but whereas British policy in the past had been to 
detain illegal immigrants in Palestine, it was now decided to deport these 
new arrivals to the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. There were 
bloody clashes and eventually Hagana decided to carry out an act of 
sabotage on the Patria, which was to take the refugees to Mauritius. 
Because of an error in calculating the amount of explosive used, and an 
insufficient number of lifeboats aboard, more than 250 immigrants were 
killed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: A History of Zionism, Walter Laqueur, Schocken Books, New York, 1976 
(originally published 1972), p. 534-535.  
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Document F: “The Four-Front War”, William R. Perl (1978) 
 
The Jews in their justified panic got hold of the Macedonia. No nation would 
have permitted putting any passengers on board. The Jews congratulated 
themselves when they succeeded in getting the boat reregistered under the 
flag of Panama, which apparently did not care or did not know the condition 
of the “ship.” She was renamed Struma. Officially she was fifty-six feet 
long; according to an editorial in the New York Times on March 13, 1942, 
only fifty feet. It sounds unbelievable. But 767 (seven hundred and sixty-
seven) human beings were packed into this fifty-six-foot-long boat, which 
had been built ages ago for transporting cattle on the Danube River. And 
the 767 set sail to cross the seas, hoping to reach the Promised Land. … 
 
Even more incredible, that she did succeed in limping into Istanbul on 
December 16, 1941, after four days at sea. But this was all she could do.  
 
The Turks did not permit anyone to disembark. It was obvious that this ship 
could not continue anywhere, and the Jewish Agency tried to persuade the 
British to admit at least the children into Palestine. At the same time, Lord 
Moyne, British deputy minister of state for the Middle East – later 
assassinated by the Jewish underground “Stern Group” for this and other 
“humanitarian” actions – pressured the Turks to send the Struma out into 
the open sea. The British stretched out the negotiations. And this was 
December and January. Winter. The refugees on board, with hardly 
standing room and no toilet, were in a condition to which no animal on the 
Macedonia had ever been subjected. A minimum of food was supplied by 
the Istanbul Jewish community, which was all the comfort the refugees 
obtained.  
 
The Turkish authorities were embarrassed. But not enough to permit 
disembarkation. They started negotiations with the British, but each time it 
took days before an answer was received. … 
 
Shortly after the Struma’s arrival in Istanbul, the Jewish Agency had asked 
Britain to admit to Palestine all persons on that boat, and to charge the 
number of immigrants against the quota of official immigration certificates 
which was allowed annually. The British refused this request and gave two 
reasons. One, there could be German spies on board. Two, Palestine was 
too full already. As to the first excuse, the Jewish Agency agreed to 
internment of all Struma refugees in Palestine, close scrutiny of each, and 
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detainment to the end of the war of anyone who was suspicious. In 
response to the claim of possible spies on board the Struma, Lord 
Wedgwood stated in the House of Lords, March 10, 1942: 
 

… the Jews have certainly more cause to hate Hitler than anybody 
else in this world. In Palestine you have the additional argument that 
Hitler can get Arab agents more easily and cheaply than anybody 
else. That allegation regarding the Jews is a bare-faced excuse which 
supplies fresh evidence of Anti-Semitism on the part of people who 
admit quite openly “We do not like Jews.”  

 
The second excuse for the refusal of admittance that Palestine was too full 
already, was countered by the American Joint Distribution Committee, 
which offered to train Struma refugees at its own expense, in productive 
occupations. All younger men would happily join the British forces to fight 
the Nazis.  
 
When the Jews asked that at least a part of the 767 on the cattle boat be 
saved, the British came up with still another objection which hardly 
deserves comment. To choose some, they said, would be too cruel to 
those who had not been chosen. … 
 
Of the many pregnant women on board, one Mrs. Medja Solomonowitz, 
apparently dying in childbirth, was permitted to be carried ashore. The baby 
was born dead in a Turkish hospital. Mrs. Solomonowitz was still in the 
recovery state when the frightful news arrived.  
 
The rest of her family and all board the Struma learned, on February 23, 
1942, that the captain had received the final order to leave immediately. … 
 
In the Black Sea the Struma, this shame of civilized society, was left 
helpless. … On February 24, at nine A.M., an explosion occurred which 
tore the floating coffin into pieces.  
 
Of the seven hundred and sixty-six children, women, and men on board, 
only one survived. He was David Stoliar, a twenty-one-year-old Rumanian 
Jew, an expert swimmer.  
 
Source: The Four-Front War, William R. Perl, Crown Publishers Inc., New York, 1978, 
p. 344-353.  
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Document G: “A History of Israel”, Howard Sachar (1976) 
 
The first, unconfirmed reports of Nazi mass killings was made by Thomas 
Mann, the émigré German novelist, in a series of BBC broadcasts in 
December 1941 and January 1942. In August 1942, Washington received 
an account of the gas chambers and crematoria from the Polish 
government in exile. Soon other reports were forthcoming from the World 
Jewish Congress and Jewish Agency officials, who had learned of the 
killings from transferred Polish war prisoners arriving in Palestine. It is of 
note that the State Department reacted by imposing a ban on the further 
transmission of such news through diplomatic channels. When funds were 
solicited by Jewish organizations for possible rescue efforts, the answer 
from both Washington and London was that the money would fall into 
enemy hands; or that it would relieve Germany and its partners of the legal 
burden of supporting all their inhabitants. … The following month [March 
1943] Bulgaria sensed the shifting tide of war and attempted to 
disassociate itself from the “Final Solution” (Hitler’s euphemism for the 
destruction of European Jewry); the Sofia government expressed a 
willingness to allow Jewish departure for Palestine. When Washington 
raised the question with London, however, it was Foreign Secretary Eden 
who blocked action. “If we do that then the Jews of the world will be 
wanting us to make a similar offer in Poland and Germany,” Eden 
explained. “Hitler might well take us up on such an offer and there simply 
are not enough ships … in the world to handle them.” Besides, “Hitler 
would be sure to sneak his agents into the group.” In December 1943 the 
State Department finally authorized the transfer of rescue funds to 
Rumania and Vichy France, provided the British supplied the necessary 
certificates. But once more Eden objected, alluding to “difficulties of 
disposing of a considerable number of Jews.”  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: A History of Israel From The Rise of Zionism to Our Time, Howard Sachar, 
Alfred A. Knopf, 3rd ed., New York, 2007 (originally published 1976), p. 238.  
 


