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Document A: “Days of Fire,” Shmuel Katz (1968)  
 
The dissident group, later to become famous as the Lehi (Lohamei Herut 
Yisrael – Fighters for the Freedom of Israel) or, as the British preferred to 
call them, the “Stern Gang” – was led by Avraham Stern, for years [Irgun 
leader David] Raziel’s closest colleague and second-in-command.  
 
Stern was a colorful figure. A brilliant student, equally at home in Greek as 
in Hebrew classics, he wrote lucid prose and sometimes stirring poetry. He 
believed in the destiny of a restored Jewish people and in the obligation to 
self-sacrifice of every young Jew. He believed in the logic and justice of his 
own strategy for achieving Jewish independence. … 
 
Stern’s own thesis was simple. The future of the Jews would be decided by 
the struggle for independence in Palestine. The obstacle to independence 
was not Germany but Britain, and any truce with Britain meant a cessation 
of the fight for independence. It meant allowing Britain to pursue her policy 
to remain in control in Palestine. Therefore Britain remained the enemy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Days of Fire, Shmuel Katz, W.H. Allen & Co., London, 1968, p. 55.  
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 Document B: “Anonymous Soldiers”, Avraham Stern 
(1933)  

 
Unknown Soldiers are we, without uniform  
And around us fear and the shadow of death  
We have all been drafted for life.  
Only death will discharge us from [our] ranks,  
 
On red days of riots and blood  
In the dark nights of despair  
In towns and villages shall we raise our banner  
On which are inscribed defense and conquest  
  
We were not drafted by the whip, like a mob of slaves  
To shed our blood in foreign lands  
Our will is to be forever free  
Our dream – to die for our country  
 
From all directions, tens of thousands of obstacles  
Cruel fate has placed on our path  
But enemies, spies and prison houses  
Will never be able to stop us  
 
And if we fall in the streets and homes  
We will be buried silently in the night  
Thousands of others will fill our places  
To protect and defend forever  
  
With the tears of bereaved mothers  
And the blood of pure babies  
Like mortar shall we put together the cadaver building blocks  
The edifice of the homeland shall we raise 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Source: Anonymous Soldiers, Avraham Stern, 1933, 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Unknown_soldiers_(song) 
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Document C: “18 Principles of Rebirth,” Avraham Stern 
(1940)  

 
1) THE NATION – The nation of Israel is the chosen nation; creator of 

monotheism, legislator of the prophetic morality; bearer of age-old 
civilization; great in tradition and in dedication; in the will to live and 
the ability to endure suffering; in the light of its spirit and in its 
certitude of redemption.  

2) THE HOMELAND – The homeland is Eretz Israel in its biblical 
boundaries (“To your seed have I given this land from the River of 
Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates,” Genesis 15:18), it is 
the land of life in which the entire Hebrew nation will live securely.  

3) THE NATION AND THE HOMELAND – Israel conquered Eretz Israel 
by the sword. In it, Israel became a nation and only Israel has right of 
ownership to Eretz Israel. This right is absolute: it has not been and 
can never be abrogated.  

4) DESTINY – (1) Redemption of the land (2) Establishment of 
sovereignty (3) Revival of the nation. Sovereignty cannot be 
established without the redemption of the land, and the nation cannot 
be revived without sovereignty being established.  

5) EDUCATION – Educating the nation to love liberty and develop a 
zealous loyalty to its eternal heritage. Inculcating the idea that the 
fate of the nation is in its own hands. Renewing the understanding 
that the “book and sword descended together from heaven (Midrash 
Vayikra Raba 35:8). 

6) UNITY – Uniting the entire nation around the flag of the Hebrew 
liberation movement. Using the genius, status, and strengths of 
individuals for channeling the energy, dedication, and revolutionary 
fervor of the masses into the war of liberation. 

7) ALLIANCES – Forming alliances with all those interested in the 
organization’s war who are prepared to offer direct assistance.  

8) STRENGTH – Glorifying and forging the power of the fighter in the 
homeland and in the Diaspora, in the underground and in army 
barracks, into a Hebrew army of redemption with its own flag, arms, 
and commanders.  

9) WAR – Never-ending war against anyone standing in the way of 
realizing our destiny. 

10) CONQUEST – Conquering the homeland by force from the 
foreigners, to be our land forever. 
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11) MASTERY – Renewing Hebrew mastery over the redeemed 
land.  

12) A JUST RULE – Establishing a social polity based on Israel’s 
morality and prophetic justice. Within it, no one will be hungry or 
unemployed. Within it, all members of the nation will, as such, live 
lives of harmony, respect, and brotherhood, a light and example to 
the Gentiles.  

13) REVIVING THE WILDERNESS – Rebuilding the ruins and 
reviving the wastelands for immigrants who will come by the millions 
and be fruitful and multiply.  

14) FOREIGNERS – Solving the problem of foreigners through 
population exchanges.  

15) INGATHERING OF THE EXILES – A complete ingathering of 
the Exiles in the Kingdom of Israel.  

16) RULE – Bolstering the Hebrew nation and turning it into the top 
military, political, cultural, and economic factor in the East and along 
the Mediterranean coast.   

17) REBIRTH – Reviving the Hebrew language among the entire 
nation, renewing the historical and spiritual independence of Israel. 
Refining the national character in the process of rebirth.  

18) THE TEMPLE – Building the Third Temple as a symbol of the 
time of complete redemption.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Stern: The Man and His Gang, Zev Golan, Tel Aviv, Yair Publishing, 2011, p. 
85-87. 
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Document D: “Anonymous Soldiers,” Bruce Hoffman  
(2015) 

 

Stern’s plan was to decapitate police antiterrorist operations in the city by 
eliminating Assistant Superintendent Geoffrey Morton, the Lydda district 
CID commander, whose remit covered the country’s major population hub 
– including Tel Aviv, Jaffa, Rehovot, Ramle, and Ramat Gan – and 
Inspector Tom Wilkin, his deputy. Wilkin was an especially high-priority 
target for Stern. Among the few British police officers fluent in both Hebrew 
and Yiddish, Wilkin was the PPF’s leading expert on Jewish affairs, 
possessing “an awesome fund of information (including names and 
addresses) about the network of the Jewish undergrounds. The idea was to 
use a small explosion in a rooftop storage shed to lure Morton and Wilkin to 
investigate what would appear to be a Stern Group bomb factory. Upon 
their arrival, a spotter positioned on an adjacent, though slightly higher, 
rooftop overlooking the apartment would use a command wire to detonate 
a larger explosion – killing both police officers. Still another explosive 
device would be secreted in a flower bed by the walkway to the apartment 
that would serve either as a backup in the event the second bomb did not 
detonate or to kill additional police arriving at the scene. Three years earlier 
the Irgun had successfully set a similar trap to kill Cairns and Barker, the 
Jerusalem CID’s top antiterrorist officers.  
 
Around 9:00 a.m. on January 20, the police received an anonymous tip that 
there had been two explosions in a room on the roof of 8 Yael Street in Tel 
Aviv. Morton was busy and instructed another senior officer, Deputy 
Superintendent Solomon Schiff, to go immediately to the building. Morton 
said that he would follow as soon as his meeting ended. Schiff left with 
another Jewish police officer, Inspector Nahum Goldman. Both men were 
accompanied by a Jewish constable named Dichter and a British 
policeman, E.T. Turton, who had recently transferred to Tel Aviv from the 
Acre prison, where he had served as hangman and had been responsible 
for [Shlomo] Ben-Yosef’s execution four years earlier. The four men went 
up to the roof, where they found the door to the shed locked. They forced 
open the door, and just as Dichter entered, a tremendous explosion 
occurred. Schiff was blown through the wall and landed in the garden 
below, dying instantly. Turton and Goldman were trapped beneath the 
rubble, and Dichter was writhing in agony – the force of the blast having 
thrown him to the other side of the roof. Goldman died in the hospital early 
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the following morning and Turton a week later. Only Dichter survived. The 
police discovered the third bomb, buried in the flower bed, containing 
twenty-nine sticks of gelignite, and safely defused it. The deaths were the 
more cruel because Schiff and Goldman were popular and well liked both 
by their fellow officers and by the Jewish community as well.  
 
The Yishuv was horrified. Stern’s followers had now murdered five persons 
within a week – four of whom were Jews. Within twenty-four hours, [Moshe] 
Shertok had written to Major Alan Saunders, The PPF’s inspector general, 
to express the Jewish Agency’s sorrow over the incident. Praising Schiff as 
one of the PPF’s “bravest” and most “gallant” officers, Shertok pledged the 
agency’s “wholehearted … support [for] whatever effective measures may 
be taken in order to track down the murderous gang and free Palestine and 
the Yishuv from this nightmare of holdups and assassinations.” On January 
26, [1942] the Vaad Le’umi passed a resolution condemning the attack and 
its perpetrators that also denounced Stern and his followers as a “lunatic 
band,” a collection of “madmen,” and a “gang of senseless criminals [who 
have] set out to create a reign of terror in this country.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary   

Yishuv: Name for the Jewish community in Palestine. 

PPF: Palestine Police Force.  

Vaad Le’umi: Jewish National Council. The main national executive institution 
of the Jewish community within Mandatory Palestine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Anonymous Soldiers: The Struggle for Israel, 1917-1947, Bruce Hoffman, 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 2015, p. 112. 
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Document E: “Stern: The Man and His Gang,” Zev Golan 
(2011) 

 

Until then underground defendants had pled their innocence or extenuating 
circumstances and tried to wriggle out of harsh sentences.  
 
Had the British read Lehi’s recent underground literature, or had they been 
more astute in their reading of it, they might have known that their judicial 
system in Palestine would never be the same. In the  December 1943 
edition of Hehazit, [Israel] Eldad had called the line of defense adopted by 
kibbutz members charged with possessing weapons, in the aftermath of a 
violent British search of Kibbuz Hulda in October, “an embarrassment.” 
Eldad castigated the defendants who, in their search for justifications for 
hiding arms, went so far as to attempt to move British hearts with stories of 
kibbutz members who had been killed by Arabs. He wrote that the 
defendants were seemingly unaware that the British disarming of the Jews 
was deliberate. … 
 
The defendants, Eldad wrote, should have stood tall and offered to be 
sentenced to ten years instead of seven, rather than shaming the Jewish 
community by trying to win sympathy by invoking the names of the dead, 
humbling themselves, and begging for mercy from those who despise 
them.  
 
The Lehi leadership believed that the British were at this point determined 
to convict regardless of the evidence. The Lehi leaders also knew that until 
now, Lehi’s propaganda was not well distributed. The public had little 
sympathy for Lehi because it had little knowledge of Lehi. Now, the fighters 
and higher ups in Lehi decided to use the courtroom as a platform to attack 
the legitimacy of the British occupation of Eretz Israel and to appear in the 
newspapers as freedom fighters. They would turn the tables on the British 
and put the British in the dock.  
 
Zvi Tavori was first. Asked whether he was guilty, Tavori replied:  
 

The charge against me read that I am accused of possessing a gun 
and bullets without permission and without reasonable justification. I 
admit possessing the gun and bullets; I deny that I held them without 
legal authority or reasonable justification. I received permission to 
carry the gun from the one regime I recognize in Eretz Israel. This is 
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the Hebrew freedom fighters’ movement, which wishes to return the 
nation of Israel to its proper place among the nations, which means a 
Hebrew state in this land.  
 

The judges threatened that such talk would bring him a harsher sentence, 
to which Tavori answered that he did not care if they went hard on him, nor 
if they added to his charge sheet, adding after a few more volleys with the 
judge, “I declare that this whole trial is of no interest to me, your verdict is of 
no interest to me, and I will not answer any more questions.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Stern: The Man and His Gang, Zev Golan, Tel Aviv, Yair Publishing, 2011, p. 
103-104. 
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Document F: “Statement of Matityahu Shmuelevitz to the 
British Court”,  Matityahu Shmuelevitz (June 1944) 

 
According to the British legal code I am an illegal alien in this country. And 
it is too bad that hundreds of thousands of Jews did not manage to break 
the law as I did, this law that bans Jewish immigration to Eretz Israel. They 
would have been saved from the disaster that came upon them and would 
not need your mercy. And my fate would have been bitter had I decided to 
obey this British law. But I want to mention someone who has violated the 
trust put in him, allowing him to be in this country. There is someone who 
received an immigration certificate from 52 countries and a license to be 
here, in order to establish it as a Hebrew state. And he who got this 
certificate – betrayed it and betrayed this document in full view of the entire 
world. Were the League of Nations an institution of international justice, as 
it should have been, it would put you in the defendant’s chair and accuse 
you: Britain, you betrayed the trust put in you, based on which we let you 
be in this country.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Stern: The Man and His Gang, Zev Golan, Tel Aviv, Yair Publishing, 2011, p. 
108. 
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Document G: “The Deed,” Gerold Frank (1963) 
 

Explaining the nature of individual terrorism, Itzhak Yizernitsky, who as 
Shamir, the operations commander of the Stern group, planned the death 
of Moyne, once said: “A man who goes forth to take the life of another 
whom he does not know must believe one thing only – that by his act he 
will change the course of history.”  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The Deed, Gerold Frank, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1963, p. 35. 
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Document H: “Reason for Assassinating Lord Moyne”, 
Eliyahu Beit-Tzuri (Nov. 9, 1942) 

 
No calculations were made as to whether Lord Moyne was a good man or 
a bad man. It was considered only that he was the key man for Britain in 
governing the Middle East and as such [he] is responsible for what is 
happening in Palestine …. 
 
… The reason for killing Lord Moyne is that it is a step towards forcing the 
British Government to leave Palestine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Anonymous Soldiers: The Struggle for Israel, 1917-1947, Bruce Hoffman, 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 2015, p. 173. 
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Document I: “The Deed”, Gerold Frank (1963) 
 
In Palestine the Jewish community was stunned. People stopped each 
other on the streets to speak in stricken tones. If the Egyptians feared 
reprisals, the Jews were even more alarmed. They were haunted by the 
memory of the riots and pogroms after the shooting of Petliura, butcher of 
the Ukraine, by a young Jewish watchmaker in 1926, the killing of a Nazi 
diplomat by seventeen-year-old Herschel Grynspan in 1938, the death at 
the hands of the Czech underground of Reinhard Heydrich, Nazi hangman 
of Moravia in 1942.  
 
The Hebrew press could not find words strong enough to denounce the 
deed [Moyne’s death]. It was an “abomination.” … “Since Zionism began,” 
lamented Haaretz, the most influential newspaper in the country, “no more 
grievous blow has been struck at our cause.” The Jewish Agency 
expressed its horror “at this revolting crime.” In London Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, who two days earlier had a long, friendly conference with 
Churchill, said that this shock had been “far more severe and numbing than 
that of the death of my own son,” RAF flight lieutenant Michael Weizmann, 
missing in action against the Germans. That the revered world leader of 
Zionism could utter such grief-laden words perhaps more than anything 
else shocked the Jews of Palestine into a realization of the enormity of 
what had been done.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The Deed, Gerold Frank, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1963, p. 27. 
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Document J: “Stern: The Man and His Gang”, Zev Golan 
(2011) 

 
The annual memorial service at Ben-Gurion’s grave is sparsely attended 
and Weizmann’s is ignored. Yet hundreds of mostly young people are 
present at Stern’s grave on the anniversary of his death every year, and 
sometimes more than one ceremony is necessitated, with younger, more 
religious teens fashioning their own service after those attending the official 
one have dispersed. Since 1985, the official ceremony has been a formal 
military one, with the army’s cantor and soldiers paying tribute to Stern.  
 
A memorial evening held in a Jerusalem auditorium on the anniversary of 
Eldad’s death in 2005, comprised mostly of speeches, drew an overflow 
crowd of many hundreds who filled all the chairs, dais area, and open floor 
space in the building. In October 2010, a larger hall had to be rented to 
mark the centenary of his birth.  
 
Almost four score years after Stern founded his Fighters for the Freedom of 
Israel movement, its spirit enthralls Israelis of various ages and political 
stripes, but mostly those too young to have personally encountered Lehi. 
 
The Israeli daily Haaretz reported in July 2010 that recent years have seen 
an increased interest in the Irgun and Lehi among the younger generation 
of Israelis living in Judea and Samaria. Haaretz theorizes this generation is 
attracted by the personalities who sacrificed themselves for Israel. 
According to the newspaper, at the home of one grandson of an Irgunist, 
underground songs are sung at Friday evening Sabbath dinners 
(apparently in addition to the more traditional Sabbath hymns). “I see a 
connection between the underground members and our generation,” the 
grandson is quoted as explaining. “Both gave their lives for the Land of 
Israel and the Bible. Yair Stern’s beliefs have a lot in common with our 
own.” Another teen living on a settlement said, “The underground 
movements were a very small group of people who opposed everything 
accepted in that period. They’re like us in a way. … We’re trying to do 
something that will make a difference and advance redemption.” … 
 
Thousands of mourners gathering around the graves of those who died 
sixty and seventy years ago and mass gatherings at which hundreds join in 
singing “Anonymous Soldiers” – belie the death of Lehi. A not-
inconsequential minority of Israelis believes that along with Ben-Gurion’s 



LEHI/ ZIONISM 101 14 

 

socialist-Zionism and Jabotinsky’s Revisionist Zionism, Abraham Stern’s 
Revolutionary Zionism still has a role to play. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Stern: The Man and His Gang, Zev Golan, Tel Aviv, Yair Publishing, 2011, p. 
103-104. 
 


