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TIMELINE:  The First Aliyah 
 
1870s Small groups of Hovevei Tzion (“Lovers of Zion”) societies sprout independently of 
each other across Eastern Europe and in Tsarist Russia. 
 
1878 The settlement of Petach Tikvah is founded.  
 
1880 Petach Tikvah is abandoned due to a malaria epidemic.   
 
1881 Radical socialists assassinate Russian Czar Alexander the Second. Jews are blamed 
and pogroms spark a mass emigration of Jews from Russia, mostly to America. But some 
turn their eyes toward Eretz Israel. 
 
1882 Former assimilationist Leon Pinsker, a Russian-Jewish physician, who formerly 
advocated assimilation into Russian culture, writes Auto-Emancipation, arguing that Jews 
must have a national center of their own. It is published on January 1, 1882. 
 
1882 On 6 July, the first group of Hovevei Tzion pioneers arrive in Ottoman Palestine. 
They call themselves BILU. The group consisted of a dozen or so university students from 
Kharkov. What makes them different from preceding waves of immigrants to Eretz Israel 
is their determination to pave the way for a national rebirth. 
 
1882 BILU members join others in establishing the settlement Rishon L’Tzion (“First to 
Zion”). 
 
1882 With the new settlements quickly falling on hard times, Baron Edmond James de 
Rothschild is approached for help. He immediately offers 30,000 francs. He will spend $6 
million between 1884 and 1900. He completely takes over four settlements, Rishon 
L’Tzion, Zichron Yaakov, Rosh Pina and Ekron. He becomes known as the “Great 
Benefactor.”  
 
1883 Petach Tikvah is re-occupied by BILU immigrants together with some of the original 
families who established it.  
 
1890s The Jewish farmers increasingly use Arab labor. 
 
1900s The settlements become going concerns with the introduction of citrus crops.  
 
1904 The next wave of immigrants begins arriving. These newcomers will clash bitterly 
with the First Aliyah immigrants whom they view as “landed gentry.”  
 


