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TIMELINE:  The War Before the War 
 
1945 David Ben-Gurion, chairman of the Jewish Agency, foresees that Israel will need 
major weaponry. He approaches Rudolf Sonneborn, an industrialist in the U.S., and asks 
him to help collect war materiel when the time comes. 
 
1946 The first months of the year Ben-Gurion spends evaluating the Haganah’s readiness 
for war. He finds they only possess 10,000 rifles, a couple thousand sub-machine guns and 
various other light weaponry. 
 
1946 The Sonneborn Institute begins purchasing surplus WWII military equipment. The 
Institute plays a major role in supplying the Jewish State with vital equipment. 
 
1946 In December, at the 22nd Zionist Congress, Ben-Gurion requests the Defense 
portfolio.  
 
1947 On November 29, the United Nations General Assembly passes the resolution to 
partition Palestine into two states: One Arab, one Jewish. 
 
1947 On November 30, the day after the UN vote a bus carrying Jewish passengers is 
attacked, killing 5. 
 
1948 In January, the Arab Liberation Army led by Fawzi al-Kawukji makes the first attempt 
to overrun a Jewish settlement, Kfar Szold in the Galilee. The forces of Haj Amin el-
Husseini attack a group of four isolated Jewish settlements south of Jerusalem. 
 
1948 On March 19, Warren Austin, head of the US delegation at the UN, proposes at the 
Security Council, a “temporary trusteeship for Palestine.” This means a withdrawal of 
American support for partition and a Jewish state. 
 
1948 On April 6, Operation Nachshon starts. Several convoys with needed supplies break 
through the Arab blockade to Jerusalem. It’s a successful attempt to reverse the military 
and political losses. 
 
1948 In April and May, the Jews capture Tiberias, and the port city of Haifa and in mid-
May, Safed and Jaffa. 
 
1948 On May 12, Ben-Gurion leads the 10-member interim People’s Administration in an 
11-hour marathon meeting on whether to declare a state. The majority votes six to four in 
favor. 
 
1948 On May 14, Ben-Gurion declares the state. 
 
 


